
 

 

 
The  Gladstone Region  
 

The Gladstone Region begins approximately 450 kilometres 

north of Brisbane and extends up the Central Queensland 

coast some 200 kilometres. Gateway to the majestic and 

vibrant Southern Great Barrier Reef, fantastic fishing 

hotspots, amazing country adventures and pure national 

parks, the Gladstone Region is surely one of Queenslandôs, if 

not Australiaôs, best kept secrets. 

 

The Gladstone Region offers a variety of li festyle choices, 

from the coastal enclaves of Agnes Water and Town of 

Seventeen Seventy  in the south, the rural townships and 

settlements of Calliope, Mount Larcom and the Boyne Valley, 

to the regionôs hub, Gladstone City and the rapidly growing 

communitie s of Boyne Island and Tannum Sands.  Offering an 

appealing mix of quality country and city living, and served 

by a public and private hospital, 13 schools, the Central Queensland Institute of TAFE and Central Queensland University, as well 

as a diversity o f retail, recreation, cultural, leisure and entertainment services and facilities, Gladstone is a truly energetic and 

growing regional city.  

 

The Gladstone Region is home to a thriving 21st Century industrial base served by one of Australiaôs busiest ports, the Port of 

Gladstone.  A major industrial cluster, where economic competitiveness is balanced with steadily improving environmental 

performance, Gladstoneôs development potential is underpinned by the 28,000 hectare Gladstone State Development Area  

(GSDA) , which offers a range of development - ready sites, established infrastructure and growing possibilities for economic 

development to drive the regionôs sustainable growth. And with recent and continuing investment in the LNG industry, which is 

expected t o play an increasingly important role in global energy markets over coming years, the Gladstone Regionôs strong 

industrial growth looks set to continue.  

  

Major industry in Gladstone is supported by the regionôs thriving and world-class engineering, constr uction and manufacturing 

sectors while the regionôs traditional agricultural base in cattle farming and horticultural production continues to underpin the 

Gladstone Regionôs economic base. Add to this the regionôs extensive tourism offerings and the Gladstone Region truly is a region 

of great diversity.  

 

Gladstone City provides an access point for many of the regionôs rural and coastal tourism experiences such as the iconic Herron 

Island  and is also home to one of Australiaôs premier freshwater fishing locations, Lake Awoonga. To the south lies the 

burgeoning townships of the Discovery Coast and the secluded beaches of Agnes Water and Town of Seventeen Seventy  with 

access to Wilson Island, while to the west a variety of genuine country tourism experiences a re offered in and around the towns 

that dot the Miriam Vale area.  

 

The Gladstone Region is well served by the Bruce Highway with several key access points and the Gladstone Airport makes the 

region accessible by air while train and coach services run regu larly to and from the region.  The Gladstone Region embraces and 

values its rich history and heritage while keeping an on eye to the future as it evolves into a modern and sophisticated 21st  

Century community.  The region has been and will continue to evolv e, and its recent and anticipated population and employment 

growth is testament to the continuing opportunities that the Gladstone Region presents as a location of choice in which to wo rk, 

live and invest.  



 

 

POPULATION  

 

Source: ABS Estimated Resident Population and Dept. 

Infrastructure and  Planning , 2009  

The resident population of the Gladstone Region was  

57,587 at  the end of 2008. The regionôs rate of population 

growth exceeded the Queensland average over the five 

years to 2006 with an average annual growth rate (AAGR) 

of 3.1% since 2001 , compared to Queensland ôs AAGR of 

2.4%  over the same period .  This trend is ex pected to 

continue with the regionôs population anticipated to grow to 

around  90,000 by 2031 under a low growth scenario and 

as high as 115,000 under a high growth  scenario . 

 

Over the five years to 2006, net migration to the Gladstone 

Region totalled approximately 2,300. The Gladstone Region 

has shown a higher proportion of population growth 

attributed to migration compared to the rest of the State . 

 

The Gladstone Region has a comparatively young 

population with a median age 5 years below that of 

Quee nsland in 2006. There are  a greater proportion of 

youths  resident  in Gladstone, aged 14 years and below 

(24%) and fewer mature aged persons over 65 years 

(8.5%).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resident Population Age Profile , 2006  

 Youth  Middle - Aged  Mature  Median  

 0 -  14yrs  15 -  64yrs  65+yrs  Age  

Gladstone  

Region  
24.0%  67.6%  8.5%  

35  

Queensland  20.7%  67.0%  12.4%  40  

     

Source: ABS C ensus Population and  Housing , 2006 ION  

Gladstone Regionôs Indigenous Population , 2006  

Population  estim ates for 2006 show that the Gladstone 

Region has an Indigenous population of over 1,600 

residents, representing 3.2% of the regionôs population.  

 

 

Source: ABS Census of Popula tion and Housing 19 96, 2001 & 2006  

 

Although the total Indigenous population grew by 37% 

over the 10 year period to 2006 , population growth was 

low relative the regionôs non - Indigenous population which 

grew by 91% over the same period.  
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GLADSTONE REGION ECONOMY  & BUSINESS  

The 2009 estimated gross regional product (GRP) of the 

Gladstone Re gion is around $1.9 billion. Industry 

contribution to the Gladstone R egion ôs GRP is dominated by 

the manufacturing , construction, property & business 

services and mining sectors.  

 

Large scale projects in the Gladstone Region such as metal 

processing refineries and smelters account for the bulk of 

the regionôs value of manufacturing sector output.  

 

Gross Regional Product by Industry, 2009   

 

 

 
Source: SGS Economics and Planning ,  2009  

The manufacturing sector is the largest contributor to  

Gladstoneôs GRP with output close to 21% of the regionôs 

total. The manufacturing , construction (11%) , property 

and business services (10%) and mining (9%) industries 

combined represent around 41% of the Gladstone Regionôs 

GRP. 

 

 

 

 

Gladstone Region Business es  

The 2007 Count of Australian Businesses  (ABS) recorded 

4,023 businesses in the Gladstone Region .  The majority of 

these (56%  of the total) are small to medium -sized 

enterprises.   Of the regionôs 4,023 businesses, 2,256 are in 

the construction, property and business services and 

agricultural sectors.   

 

Number of Businesses, 2007  

 
Source: ABS Count of Australian Businesses , 2007  (cat. No. 

8165.0 )  

Large businesses employing o ver 200 workers account for 

23% of all jobs in the Gladstone Region  despite only 12 

businesses employing over 200 workers.  Approximately  

14% of jobs are in small  businesses of  1-  5 w orkers . There 

were an estimated 1,026 small businesses of this size in 

2007.  
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Business Size and Employment , 2007  

 

Source: SGS Economics and Planning using ABS Count of Australian 

Businesses , 2007  (cat. No. 8165.0 )  

Approximately one -quarter  (26%) of business es in the 

Gladstone Region  are small businesses with  an annual 

turnover less than $50,000 per annum.  

 

 

 

 

Gladstone Region Annual Business Turnover, 2007  

Source: SGS Economics and Planning using ABS Count of Australian 

Businesses , 2007  (cat. No.  8165.0 )  

The agriculture, forestry and fishing sector account s for the 

majority of small enterprises or 24% of total businesses 

with an annual turnover below $200K. Conversely, the 

retail (24%) and construction (19%) sectors account for 

the majority of bus iness es earning income  in excess of 

$1m per annum.  
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GLADSTONE REGION TOURSIM PROFILE  

Over 2008/09 the Gladstone Region had approximately  

354,000 tourist visitors stay overnight in the region. The 

number of overnight visitors has fluctuated since 2000/01 

although the long term trend has been steady . In 2002/03 

overnight visitation to the Gladstone Region peaked with 

approximately 463,000 vi sitors. This figure fell to a low of 

314,000 in the financial year 2005/06.  

 

Gladstone Region Overnight Visitation (000ôs) 

 

Source: Tourism Queensland Overnight Visitor Profiles  

 

As shown above, the number of international visitors has 

shown an upward trend since 2000/01. Over the  eight year  

period ending 2008/09 the number of international visitors  

to the Gladstone Region  increased  an average annual rate 

of 10% from 26,000 to 56,00 0 visitors last financial year. 

In comparison, growth was negligible for  the rest of the 

State.  

 

Domestic overnight tourists include those visitors who have 

visited the Gladstone Region from interstate or intrastate.  

As shown below, visitation to the Gladstone Region of 

domestic overnight visitors tends to follow the State tr end 

which has shown variable growth over the past seven 

years.  

 

 

 

 

 

Domestic Visitation Annual Growth  

 

Source: Tourism Queensland Visitor Profiles  

 

Although the international visitor market has shown 

variability from year to year, the Gladstone Region has 

experienced higher relative growth in the number of 

international visitors compared to the Queensland average .  

 

 

 

International Visitation Annual G rowth  

 

Source: Tourism Queensland Visitor Profiles  
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According to June 2009 statistics, the Gladstone Region 

has 44 accommodation establishments with capacity of 5 

or more rooms.  The occupancy rate of the facilities 

averaged  55% over 2008/09 , which is slightly below the 

Queensland and Fitzroy Tourism Region average of 62%.  

The  peak period for accommodation demand in the 

Gladstone R egion is during the summer periods from 

September to the end of December.  

 

 

Gladstone Region Accommodation Occupancy, 2009  

 
Source: ABS Tourism Accommodation, 2009  (c at no. 86353.55 )   

In the 2008/09 financial year , tourism expenditure in the 

Gladstone Region totalled an estimated $248 million.   

 

 

 

 

 

Gladstone Region Tourism Summary, 2008/09  

 Domestic  

Overnight  

Intern.  

Visitors  

Day  

Travellers  Total  

Exp. Per visit  $459  $545  $177  - 

No. Visitors  298,000 56,000 459,000 813,000 

Total Exp.  $136.8m  $30.5m  $81.2m  $248.5m  

Proportion  55%  12%  33%  100%  

Source: SGS Economics and Planning 2009 using Tourism 

Queensland Visitor  Profiles and Tourism Research Australia Regional 

Profiles ,  2009  

 

Domestic overnight tourist s account for the majority of 

expenditure in the Gladstone Region, contributing 

approximately 55% of total expenditure. There were 

approximately 459,000 day travell ers who visited the 

Gladstone Region over the financial year ending June 2009. 

Day travellers accounted for around 33% of total tourism 

expenditure whilst international visitors contributed around 

$30.5 million or 12% of total visitor expenditure  in the 

Gladstone Region . 
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GLADSTONE REGION AGRICULTUR AL SECTOR  

PROFILE  

In 2005/06 the Gladstone Region ôs agricultural sector 

contribut ed over $39.5 million of output to the regionôs 

economy.  

 

Gladstone Region Agricultural Production, 2005/06  

 

Source: ABS Agriculture Commodities Small Area Data ,  2005/06  

 

The Gladstone Regionôs agricultural industry is dominated 

by livestock slaughtering and products. Over the year 

2005/06 the estimated value of this livestock slaughtering 

and products  was around $27.5 milli on or approximately 

70% of the total value of agricultural production in the 

Gladstone R egion. Crop production produced a further $6.7 

million worth of production or around 17% of total 

agricultur al output in the Gladstone Region. The majority 

of the regio nôs crop production is attributed to grain and 

hay production for livestock pastures.  

 

It is  estimated  that  the Gladstone Region ha s 

approximately 570,000 hectares of agricultural land , 

largely used for livestock or grazing purposes  (around 90% 

of agricultur al land  in the Gladstone Region  is considered 

grazing land ) .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gladstone Region Agricultural Land, 2005/06  

 
Area (ha) 

% 
Agricultural 

Land 

Grazing land 511,459 89.9% 

Crop 1,315 0.2% 

Land under fallow 744 0.1% 

Commercial forestry plantations 813 0.1% 

Other* 54,817 9.6% 

Total 569,148 100.0% 

Source: ABS Agriculture Commodities Small Area Data ,  2005/06  

*Denotes unproductive agricultur al land area for various reasons 

such as protected land and area for sheds, houses etc.  

 

As shown abo ve, there were few other agricultur al land 

uses with crop land area representing around 2,000 

hectares, including land under fallow. Unproductive, 

protected or land with use not stated account s for the 

remaining 55,000 hectares or approximately 10% of 

agricultural land in the Gladstone R egion.  

   

The Gladstone Region agriculture sector is characteristic of 

many small business entities employing few workers. In 

2007, agriculture, forestry and fishing entities accounted 

for over 17% of all businesses in t he Gladstone Region 

whilst in 2006, the sector represented approximately of 2% 

of all jobs.  
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GLADSTONE REGION LABOUR FORCE   & 

EMPLOYMENT  PROFILE   

The Gladstone Region has a total labour force  (persons 

employed plus those unemployed but actively seeking 

work)  of 30,980. Since 1996, the Gladstone Regionôs 

labour force participation has remained consistently higher 

than both Australian and Queensland averages. In 2006, 

the Gladstone Regionôs participation rate was over 72% , 

above the 67% for Queensland and Australia.  

 

Labour Force Participation  1996 -  2006  

 

 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing , 2006  

Unemployment in the Gladstone R egion has been on the 

rise over the 12 months to March 2009 , in line with 

Queensland and Australian trends. The Gladstone Regionôs 

unemployment rate was 4.2% in the first quarter of 2009 , 

represent ing  an increase in the unemployment rate of 

0.9% over the previous 12 months .  By comparison, 

Queenslandôs rate of unemployment increased by 0.1% 

while Australiaôs rate fell by 0.1% over the same period. 

 

 

Unemployment  2008/09  

 Mar ó08 Jun ó08 Sept ó08 Mar ó09 

Gladstone  Region  3.3% 4.0% 4.2% 4.2% 

Queensland  3.6% 3.7% 3.7% 3.7% 

Australia  4.3% 4.2% 4.2% 4.2% 

 
Source: Department of Employ ment & Workplace Relations ,  2009  

 

 

 

Manufacturing , construction , retail trade and transport, 

postal & warehousing are the main sectors of employment 

of Gladstone Region  residents. However , only  the  

manufacturing , construction , electricity, gas & water 

services  and transport, postal & warehousing  industries  

employed greater proportions of working  residents in the 

Gladstone Region compared  to Queensland averages.  

 

Employment by Industry , 2006  

 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing , 2006  
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Growth in Employment by Industry 1996 -  2006  

 

 Source: ABS Census  of  Population and  Housing 1996, 2001 & 2006  

Over the 10 years to  2006,  most industries increased 

employment of Gladstone Region residents. The 

construction sector increased by over 136% whilst strong 

growth was also evident for finance & insurance, 

professional, business & technical services and mining 

employment in the Glad stone Region.  

Only the accommodation, cafes & food services, transport, 

postal & warehousing and manufacturing industries 

decreased employment of local residents. Growth in 

education & training and wholesale trade was below that 

experienced across the rest  of the State.  

 

Whilst the ABS Census records employment of residents, 

ABS Journey to Work  data shows the number of jobs 

located within a given area  (i.e. employment by location of 

jobs as opposed to location of working residents) . As of 

2006, there were over 21,000 jobs  located  in the 

Gladstone R egion .  

 

Not surprisingly, there were more manufacturing jobs in 

the Gladstone Region , with around 4,560 jobs  or over 21% 

of  the  total . Retail trade (11%) and construction (11%)  

jobs are also prominent in the Glad stone Region in with 

around 2,350 workers in each  industr y. C onstruction and 

manufacturing are the only two industries in the Gladstone 

Region that provide for a relatively large number of jobs in 

comparison to the rest of Queensland.  

 

Gladstone Region Jo bs, 2006  

 

Source: ABS Journey to Work  data,  2006  

 

Over  the five year period to  2006 the Gladstone Region  

experienced a net increase in employment (jobs located in 

the region) of 10% . During the same period Queensland  

experienced employment  growth of  16%.  

 

The regionôs construction industry experienced the largest 

growth in total jobs, with around 865 extra jobs increasing 

employment by 58%. This coincided with a 138% increase 

in resident employment over the same period . 
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Other sectors which experienced st rong employment 

growth  in the Gladstone Region between 2001 and 2006  

included the mining industry (30%) , government 

administration & defence (29%) and personal & other 

services (20%).  

 

Gladstone Region Job Growth, 2001 -  2006  

 

 

Source: ABS Journey to Work  data,  2001 & 2006  

 

As shown above, the greatest fall in Gladstone Region jobs 

was in wholesale trade with approximately 360 fewer jobs 

in 2006 compared to five years earlier representing a 

decline of 36%. Employment in b oth agriculture, forestry & 

fis hing and communication services also declined in line 

with the Queensland trend.  

 

Employment self -sufficiency refers to the ratio of locally 

provided jobs (i.e. jobs in the Gladstone Region) to the 

number of employed residents living in the region.  The 

total number of jobs per industry is assessed against the 

number of employed residents in each sector .  The 

Gladstone Region has a rate of  employment self -sufficiency 

of 90%. This implies that 90% of employed residents can 

potentially live and work in the Gladstone R egion.  

 

Only art and recreational services demonstrates a self -

sufficiency rate of over 100%,  which shows there are more 

jobs than employed residents in that sector  in the 

Gladstone Region . 

 

Employment Self -Sufficiency , Gladstone Region, 

2006   

 

Arts and Recreation Services  101%  

Education and Training  98%  

Accommodation and Food Services  98%  

Manufacturing  96%  

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services  96%  

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services  95%  

Retail Trade  95%  

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services  95%  

Other Services  94%  

Health Care and Social Assistance  93%  

Wholesale Trade  92%  

Public Administration and Safety  92%  

Financial and Insurance Services  91%  

Transport, Postal and Warehousing  90%  

Information Media and Telecommunications  83%  

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing  82%  

Administrative and Support Services  79%  

Construction  78%  

Mining  60%  

Total  90%  

Source: ABS Journey to Work  data,  2006 and Census of Population 

and Housing , 2006  

 

 The shaded region of  the table above highlights those 

industries with a n employment  self -sufficien cy rate above 

the Gladstone Region average. The mining sector showed 

the lowest rate which is not uncommon as residents may 

work on a fly - in fly -out basis.  
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Employment by Occupat ion , 2006   

 

 

Source: ABS Census of Population & Housing 2006  

 

 

 

Compared to the Queensland average, the Gladstone 

Region has greater proportions of resident  technicians and 

trade workers  (22%), machinery operators and drivers 

(14%) and labourers (13%).  Collectively, around 49% of 

employed Gladstone residents work in these three 

occupations compared to the Queensland average of 35%.  
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GLADSTONE REGION INCOME  PROFILE  

The Gladstone Region has a relatively high resident income  

profile compared to  Queensland  as a whole . Around 26% of 

individuals in the region had a weekly income in excess of 

$1,000 compared  to  only  18.5% for Queensland.   

Compared to the Queensland average, a  higher proportion  

(26 % ) of Gladstone residents earn $1,000 or more per 

week compared to only 18.5 %  for Queensland.    

 

However, the Gladstone Region also has a relatively high 

proportion of residents  earning  in the lowest income cohort 

with a weekly indivi dual income of no more than $149 . 

Nearly 17% of Gladstone residents fall into this category 

compared to  14%  for the whole of Queensland .  

 

Weekly Individual Incomes, 2006  

 

 

Source: ABS Census of Population and  Housing , 2006  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Household Income, 2006  

 

Source: ABS Census of Population and  Housing , 2006  

 

With respect to household income levels, t he majority of 

Gladstone Region households  (47%)  earn  over $1,200 per 

week . This compares to  39% of all Queensland  households . 
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