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This project 
was a 

forward 
thinking 

project that 
revealed the 

potential 
social 

implications 
of climate 

change in the 
ACT. It was 

the first 
project of its 

kind in 
Australia.
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Social Impacts of Climate Change in the ACT
Client: ACT Chief Ministers Department

Project tasks
The study involved the following:

a brief overview of the an6cipated 

impacts of climate change for 
Australia and specifically, the ACT.

overview of how essen6al goods and 

services costs are increasing or are 
likely to increase

defini6on and iden6fica6on of 
household vulnerability to social 

impacts

review of exis6ng and proposed 
policies, programs, legisla6on and 

ac6ons that seek to mi6gate social 
impacts arising from climate change 
and/or from rising costs  

quan6fica6on of the financial costs of 
social impacts and mi6ga6on ac6ons

iden6fica6on of policy op6ons, 
models and opportuni6es for 

mi6ga6ng the social impacts of 
climate change responses for the 
most vulnerable.

  Policy Development Process
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Policy sugges6ons
Based on the findings of this study, six social impact 
mi6ga6on ac6ons were proposed for implementa6on in 

the short term. 

1. Investment in an expanded and ongoing 
comprehensive household audit program. 

2. Capital investment in the installa6on of solar hot 
water systems.

3. Capital investment in the improvement of space 
hea6ng efficiency.

4. The development of a customised risk assessment 
tool for iden6fying and monitoring vulnerable 
households.

5. Investment in a household educa6on program that 
targets behaviour change and is primarily delivered 
in conjunc6on with the audit process.

6. Implementa6on of a best prac6ce hardship policy.

The other policy op6ons include:

 The introduc6on of lifeline tariff pricing policies for 
essen6al services;

 Improving access to locally grown fresh food; and

 Improving access to sustainable transport.
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Based in the suburb of Dickson in the inner north 
of Canberra, we are a collabora6ve team of 

people, working to provide innova6ve solu6ons to 
complex policy problems. We combine our 
planning, environmental, economics and legal 

backgrounds to pursue beYer policy outcomes and 
prac6cal, evidence based advice to those we work 
with.

If you would like any further informa6on about the 
project or our work, please do not hesitate to 
contact us using the details provided.

Website: hYp://www.sgsep.com.au 

Urbecon: hYp://www.sgsep.com.au/publica6ons 

Full report: hYp://www.cmd.act.gov.au 
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